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VIII.—ARCH ZOLOGY. 


280. The following isa brief outline written by Dr. Forchhammer, the Govern- 
ment Archmologiat, of the work done daring tbe year by him and his assistant. 

Daring the rainy season of the year 1884 the archwological survey of the 
Prome district was continued whenever the weather permitted out-door work. 
In addition to the operations alluded to in last year’s report, the archmological 
yemains to the north and north-east of the city of Prome were investigated. 
Beveral new specimens of stone seul were found tothe north of the old town 
of Srikahatra. One re nts Buddha in the usual sitting attitude, but is pro- 
vided with four arms. Tooatibed stones are generally found near these sculptures, 
but they have been used for generations as whet-stones and the letters ave become 
obliterated. Of particular interest is the Params pagods at the north-west cor- 
ner of the town. It ie one of the four still standing shrines whose erection is 
ascribed to King Dvattabaung. We collected there s number of bricks with 
letters of a very ancient form impressed on them. There are many natural and 
artificial caves in the hills south-east of Prome. In one the walle, which form 
the inner coating of the cave, are covered with peinting illustrating Jataka steries. 
One of the oldest antiquities in the Prome district is the foot-print of Goteama in 
the jangle near Shinbinpelet close to the boundsry of the Thayet district. The 
pagodas of Thaukkyama and Myaywa were also visited. 

281. During rainy days we oopied and translated native historical records 
bearing on thehistory of Promeand Thayetmyo ; we also prepared descriptive cata- 
lognes of the principal libraries found in these quarters. Upwards of 1,200 different 
Pali and Barmeee works have been catalogu The richest colleetion of books is 
in Shwedaung, in the monastery of the venerable priest U Kin. After the close 
of the rainy season we visited, travelling along the left-hand bank of the Irra- 
waddy, all places of archsological interest from Prome to the frontier. Of some 
historical importance are the remains of the city walls of old Myawadi, the 
sbrines of Nyanngbinzeik, Kamagala, Palo (also the site of an ancient town), 
Buile, and the fort and pagodas of Myedé. 

282. The shrines m the town of Thayetmyo and vicinity occupied us for two 
days; the decorative designs on the Shwethethlut and Shwemuttaw pagodas are 
worthy of uetice. Wethen visited the Swedaw and Andapara in the wild and pictu- 
reague solitude of the upper course of the Pun stream. On the way from Thayet- 
myo to Mindén no remains were found except the small shrines at Bavkun and 
Mindat. Mind6n is covered with pagodas, chiefly peculiar for the variety of arch:- 
tectural styles they represent. Mind6n is au ancient place and occurs in the 
older native records as Bhummavati, the Matun river as the Samantanadi. Ka:ua 
is also the aite of an old town eaid to have been founded 2,000 years ago; ithas 
a number of interesting pagodas ; unique are the rock-cut shrines and hermit 
caves on the hills west of the town; in one of the latter (they are all artificial) be 
date of its completion is given as Sakkaraj 683 A.D. 1172. 

288. The work in the Prome and Thayetinyo districts was finished in Decem- 
ber. Daring January and February we visited most places inthe Rangoon, Thén- 
gwe, Bassein, and Pegu districts possessing noteworthy temples or other objects 
of archeological interest. We ondcavoured in particular to trace the sites of 
former Portuguese settlements, and the remains of the 82 cities of Kusimaman- 
dala (Basacin) erected during the bap of the Queen Ummadandi. Old Talaing 
and Burmese inscriptions were found about Bassein, and numerous specimens of 
ancient 3f6n pottery and tiles collected. The pagodas of Tunte, the remains of 
the city of Dalanagara, the ornamental plaster casts on shrines in Yandoon, the 
pecaliar Tavatimes pagoda in Pantanew, the secluded ebrine at Mintaxu, the 
ruins of Muttawaddi, T’ yo, Kuaimanagara (to the south of Bassein) with ite 
ancient imege-hours, and the Agyawseyepara deserve particalar mention. 
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284. Inthemiddle of March we ascended the valley of the Kyaukchaunggala 
stream, visited Thidamyo, Zingadigén, and reached the Gwa river, passing over 
the Punzogyi pass ; then we proceeded by land to Sandoway. Between the latter 
place and Gwa we may mention Myogwin and Myochaung as the sites of old 
towns. It was disappointing not to find a trace of the ancient city of Dvaravati 
(now Sandoway) mentioned by Ptolemy and Hiuen Tsang. The cremains of the 
fort and royal palace upon which a portion of the town ie built dates from the 
time of the Talaing occupation of Arakan. In Sandoway begins the influence 
of the Mabomedan architectural style on Buddhist shrines; the hemispherical 
cupola of the mosque often replaces the een’ spire of the Burmese . 

285. The Akyab district contains the most important remains in British 

Barma by virtue of their age, structural skill exhibited, and elaborateness of 
decorative designs ; stone architecture superscdes here the brick atructares of the 
Irrawaddy valley. We visited Urittaung, Miubya, Kado, Laungeyet, Mahati, 
Padaw, > ee Paragyi, Kyaukdaw, Mebane Rathedaung, and Busidaung, 
mats Akyab the starting point for excursions up the Lemro, Kaladan, and 
rivers. 
sly 286. The inscriptions of Arakan will, I think, adjust the dispute regarding 
the origin of the Burmese alphabet. Some scholars consider it a development of 
the Northern Asoka letters, othera an offshoot of the old Dravidian alphabet. 
The lithic monuments of Arakan were likely to furnish the intermediate phases 
of development. The Sanskrit inscriptions found are either very old, dating back 
to the beginning of our era, or very modern (middle of 17th century), and the 
letters coincide with those found on the Buddhist railings in Buddhagaya and 
the more modern inscriptions of the same place. These Nagari inscriptions in 
Arakan were engraved by Hindu workmen. The oldest stone-inscriptions in Akyab 
written in the Burmese alphabet are ay from four to five centuries old. ) 
shape of the letters and the peculiar mode of spelling clearly shows that they 
were borrowed from the Talaings. The Arakanese have not adopted or developed 
a peculiar alphabct, bnt borrowed directly, either from their eastern or western 
neighbours, their letters and even thei: idioms; not a single lithic record has 
’ been found written in the Arakanese dialect. On the hill range west of Palo 
are ideographic rock sculptures of very ancient date; they are probably pre- 
historic and must be attributed to wild hill tribes who lived sonth of Myohaung 
before the rise of the Buddhist dynasty of Dhaiiavati. 

287. From the inscriptions and old palm-leaf manuscripte 1 was enabled to 
gather valuable information bearing on the ancient history and geography of 
British Burma. 

288. Plans, photographs, and drawings have been prepared of all important 
sites, typical structures, ornamental designs, and inscriptions found in the districts 
visited. A nuwber of valuable historical manuscripta procured during my travels 
were either purchased or copied in my office in Rangoon under the able superin- 
tendence of my assistant, Taw Sain Ko; he also gave me valuable help Ly iur- 
nishing me with some trauslations of not only modern inscriptions and palm-leaves, 
but also of older lithic records, which he himself had succeeded in deciphering. 
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1891-92 


VIII_—ARCH ZOLOGY. 


318. The appointment cf Government Archeologist remained vacant in 
1891-92. Mr. Taw Sein Kho, Translator to Govern 
Archzology, % . : oe 

. ment, was employed during the year in editing the 
late Dr. Forchhammer’s remains. The work performed by Mr. Taw Sein Kho 
consisted in publishing the ‘Kalyani’ inscripiiuns of Pegu, with a translation 
and notes; in transcribing and publishing a volume of miscellaneous inscriptions ; 

and in translating and annotating the ‘“‘ Po U Daung”’ inscriptions of Prome. 
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1892-93 


VIII._—_ARCHAZ OLOGY. 


364 The remains of the late Dr. Forchhammer, edited by Mr. Taw Sein Kho, 
were published in 1892-93. These consisted of a work on Arakanese antiquities 
and a note on the Kyaukku tempte at Prome. The question of appointing an 
Archzological Officer for Burma was considered during the year. After its close 
Major Temple, of the Burma Commission, accepted the appointment of Honorary 
Avieclopical Officer. His duties consist in generally controlling and promot- 


ing archzological research in Burma. 
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1893-94 


VII—ARCHEQLOGY. 


283. During the year under report Burma was visited by Dr. Fohrer, 
Archeological Surveyor, North-Western Provinces, who was deputed by the Gov- 
ernment of India to visit and report on tla: principal archeological remains in the 
province. Dr. Fuhrer arrived in Burma at the teginniag of November and was 
engaged during the three foilowing months in touring through the province and 
visiting archeological remains. He was accompanied by Mr. Oertel, of the North- 
Western Provinces Public Works Department, who is preparingla work on Burmese 
architecture. Dr. Fuhrer is now engaged in drawing up a report of his work in 
Burma. This report will form a basis for future explorations in the little known 
field of Burmese archzolopy. 

The appointment of Honorary Archzological Officer was held for the great- 
er part of the year by Major Temple, c.t.£. On Major Temple’s departure on 
leave he was succeeded in the appointment by Mr. Taw Sein Kho, Translator to 
Government. The archzeological work done during the year by Major Temple 
cousisted mainly in the examination and collection of inscriptions and in the pre- 
paration of an Index of Burmese inscriptions. 


25 
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VIll.--ARCHAOLOGY. 


Are SEG Dr. FOhrer, Archeological Surveyor, North»Westero Provinces, who 
visited fre province last year, has only completed a portion of his report, namely, 
‘a résumé of his fesearches in Burmese archeology which was embodied in i 
annual progress report of the Archwological Survey ciscle, North-Western Provinces 
and Oudh, for the year ending the goth June 1894. He is still on the 
P eparation of a revised list of a cheological and architeccural remains of the prov- 
ince, and on a larger work to be called the ‘‘ Monumental Antiquities and Jascrip- 
tionsin Burma.” AThe question of appointing an Archeological Officer for Burma 
was agait: under consideration during the year, but no defimte proposals could be 
‘made until the complete reports of Dr. Fiihrer and Mr. Oértel had been received 
and' considered in consultation with Dr. Hultzsch, the Government Epi hist, 
The appointment of Honorary Archzolo ical Officer was held throughout 
the year by Mr. Taw, Sein Ko, Government Translator. The a chzxological 
work done srg year mainly consisted in the printing of the collection of 
inscriptions of the Arakan Pagods, Mandalay, by. Majer Temple, and in 
the collection by Mr. Taw Sein Ko at Ménywa of more inscriptions, the supply of 
which appears, at present, to be Inexhaustible. The preparation of the [ndex 
Burmese inscriptions was continued. 
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1895-96 


VIUI.—ARCHAZ:OLOGY. 


275. The appointment of Honorary Archeological Officer was held through- 
out the year by Mr. Taw Sein Ko, Translator to Government. He visited Prome, 
Payan, Mandalay, and Sagaing, and discovered a number of valuable inscriptions. 
He was engaged in researches into the origin and development of ie Burmese 
alphaliet as indicated by epigraphical evidence. Owing to want of leisure the 
Honorary Archeological Otficer was unable to make much progress in the prepa- 
ration of the index of Burmese inscriptions, and the work ohh ear mainly con- 
sisted of the printing of the inscriptions of the Arakan Pagoda, Mandalay, and the 
decipherment and transcription of the additional inscriptions collected. Until a 

aid Offcer is appointed, archeological work will continue to be executed in an 
intermittent manner. It has been proposed to appoint the Archzologist to be also 
Curator of the Phayre Museum when it is converted into a provincial r:useum 
under Government control. Hoth matters are still under consideration. 

When the year closed Dr. Fihrer's Revised list of archaological and archi- 
tectural remains of the Province, and his larger work on the ‘‘ Monumental Anti- 
quities and Inscriptions in Burma" had not been completed. Their completion, 
which has long been expected, is awaited with interest. 
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1897-98 


VII.—ARCH OLOGY. 


asa. Mr. Taw Sein Ko returned from China at the ——s of the year 
1898, and resumed c of the office of Honorary Archeological Officer from 
Maang Tan Nyem, Officiating Government Translator. Any expectation of the 
receipt or completion of Dr. FGhrer's revised list of archzological and architectural 
remains of the province, and his “ Monumental antiquities and inscriptions of 
Burma” has been dissipated as practically nothing has been done. Proposals 
for the re-organization of the Arctheological Department as well as the conversion 
of the Phayre Museum into a provincial mstitution will now have to be formulated 
independently of the expert advice of the learned Professor. The inscriptions 
collected by Colone! Temple and Mr. Taw Sein Ko have been deciphered and 
printed, and two volumes havebeen issued, the third being in the press, The 
volume of miscellaneous inscriptions collected by the late Dr. Forchhammer has 
been translated, with annotations, and will shorth be published, 

In the course of the year two silver coing each were found in Shadaw village, 
Shwebo district, and in the Taungdwingyi subdivision, Magwe district. The 
Superintendent of the Indian Museum, Cec. to whom the articles were sub- 
mitted for inspection, reports that they are symbolical coins of a new type, and 
“accordin ly are of considerable numismatic value.” The discovery of an 
inscribed stone at the Gdkteik gorge in the Shan State of Thénzé was reported, 
and the railway authorities have undertaken ¢9 preserve it in Sets. When this 
inscription is deciphered, it _is hoped that it will throw light on the political rela- 
tions between Burma and China. 
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1898-99 


VIII.—Archezology. 


261. Theestablishment of an Archzological Departinent for Burma was sanc- 
tioned by the Secretary of State for India, and Mr. Taw Sein Ko entered upon his 
duties as Government Archzologist onthe 17th May 1899. The work tobe done 
may be divided into two heads : — 


(a) the collection, decipherment, translation, and annotation of inscrip- 
tions ; 

(4, the conservation of ancient monuments of historicai or archzologi- 
cal interest. 

The work which will have to be accomplished under the first head, in the 
immediate future, consists of the translation and annotation of the two volumes of 
the Arakan Pagoda Inscriptions, and of the volume of inscriptions which is now 
being published. It is also proposed to arrange for the compilation of an Index 
Inscriptionum Birmanicarum and of Palazographical tables illustrating the evolu- 
tion of the Burmese alphabet. Besides this, there is a wide field of work in the 
collection of the numerous inscriptions which are scattered over the country, while 
much remains to be done in elucidating and explaining, from a historical point of 
view, the inscriptions already collected. 

Under the second head there are three stages of work to be done, namely— 

(i) to prepare the initial lists of buildings of historical or archzological 
interest ; 
(ii) to examine these lists in order to select those buildings which are 
worthy of preservation ; 
(ili) to decide finally what buildings shall be preserved, and to take the 
necessary steps for their conservation. 


What has so far been accomplished in the province, except Arakan, is the first 
stage. The lists for that division were revised by Dr. Forchhammer. in the 
meantime, under the provisions of Section 539 of the Code of Civil Procedure, 
trusts have been constituted in respect of the principal pagodas, and their conserva- 
tion has thus been provided for. Jn the case of buildings which are considered 
worthy of conservation, but whose conservation cannot be effected by local effort 
alone, it is proposed to make an annua! money grant to the trustees as a contribution 
towards their maintenance in proper rcpair. In pursuance of this policy an annual 
grant, not exceeding Rs. 500, was sanctioned as a contribution to the maintenance 
in repair of the Thabyinnyu and Gawdawpalin Pagodas at Pagan. The Thabyin- 
nyu is 20: feet high and was buili by King Alaunysithu in 1100 A.D. The Gaw- 
dawpalin is 180 feet high and was built by King Narapatisithu ih 1160 A.D. 
These two temples and the Ananda form a unique triad both from a historical 
and architectural point of view. in them is enshrined the progressive development 
of Buddhism as modified by converging influences from Northern and Southem 
India, Ceylon, Thibet, and Cambodia ; and a minute study of them would pro- 
bably solve some of the vexed questions of Burmese history, and would also throw 
some light on the early history of Buddhism in India with special reference to its 
gradual absorption by the neo-Brahmanic systems of faith. 

The question of converting the Phayre Museum into a provincial institution 
is still under the consideration om Committee specially appointed for the purpose, 
and definite proposals are being matured. 

Under the Indian Treasure Trove Act, VI of 1878, the discovery of objects 
of antiquarian interest has to be af omer to the Local Government. Such ob- 
jeots were, in former years, sent to Calcutta to be deposited in the Indian Museum. 

ow that a Provincial Museum is to be established in Rangoon, they will be re- 
tained in the provinte. 

In the Shwebo district, 34 silver coins were found, of which four were sent to 
the Superintendent, Indian Museum, for examination and report on their numisma- 
tic or historical value. The Superintendent says that they belong to a class 
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commonly known as symbolical coins from Arakan, described by Sir Arthur P. 
Phayre in his ‘ Coins of Arakan, Pegu and Burma,” and adds that “ the historical 
value of the coins is extremely doubtful, but they are probably of considerable 
antiquity.” The remaining 30 coins have been deposited in the Phayre Museum. 

At Ménywa in the Lower Chindwin district, a number of images were found 
in the relic-chambers of some old pagodas, and have all been transferred to the 
Phayre Museum. Inthe Akyab district, four “ symbolical coins” were found ; 
and the Superintendent, Indian Museum, reports that they are '‘ scarcely much 
later than A.D.” A square silver coin with Chinese characters was discover- 
ed in the Myingyan district and has been deposited in the Phayre Museum. It 
was evidently used as a coin in lieu of sycee or silver ingots, which pass current in 
the inland provinces of China. It bears the following legend: “The toth 
moon of the eighth year of the reign of Chia Ch'ing (#.e., 1804 A D.).” It pur- 
ports to have been issued by Chiu, Prince of Hei Ching. “Hei Ching” means 
a “black pit or mine” and is apparently the name of some locality in Yunnan. 

Relics of Gaudama Buddha were discovered by Mr. W. Peppé near 
Piprahwa, a village in the Basti district on the border of Nepal, and were offered 
by the Government of India to the King of Siam, on condition that His Majesty 
would not object to distribute a portion to the Buddhists of Burma and Ceylon. 
As the relics appear to be the actual share obtained by the Sakyas of Kapilavastu 
at the time of the cremation of Gaudama Buddha, intense interest was aroused in 
the Buddhist world. An account of the discovery illustrated by plans and draw- 
ings, which appeared in the Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society for July 1898, 
was republished in English and Burmese in the Burma Gazette, and then repro- 
duced in painphlet form. It has been decided that the share of relics assigned to 
Burma shall be deposited at the Shwe Dagén Pagoda, Rangoon, and the Arakan 
Pagoda. Mandalay. 

In conducting archzological researches in future, it will be necessa y to re- 
sort to excavation. The Eleventh Oriental Congress, which was held at Paris in 
1897, asked the Local Government to have excavations made under competent 
supervision on the sites of ancient towns in Burma. In compliance with this 
request, excavations may, with advantage, be made at Tagaung, Yazagyo, Pagan, 
Prome, Taungdwingyi, Ava, Pegu and Thatén, and also at Myohaung in Arakan. 
Care should, owever, be taken not to break down or damage pagodas, which are 
still objects of worship, or to wound the religious susceptibilities of the people 
in the neighbourhood. 
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A number of votive tablets of baked clay with Sanskrit legends were also 


The find is an important one from a historical point of view, a8 it indi- 
cates the ascendancy of Chinese influence at the period of —_ the pagoda, 
which is certainly subsequent to 1354 A.D, The. “round crys bead” f is the 
Chdaets batton eorn on * cap and is the insignia of official rank. The “ small 

shite shite China basin” is of uisite crockery, and is probably the product of the 


HE 


famous kilns of Kwei-lin in vince of Kwei-chou. 
A branch office was opened at Pagan in January !ast, with a view to colleci- 
br ogra! for a detailed pechecciaaiekl survey. It was engaged upon the 
work :— 


(1) The preparation of a map of Pagan showing the locality of the existe 


(2) Tas Reperetion of another map of Pagan showing the locality of 127 
pagodas, which are to be placed in the custody of care-takers 

paid by Government. 

(3) The compilation of a register of the above buildings and of the 

articles of antiquarian interest contained in each, requiring spe 
care and attention. 

(4) Ricstarthes into the origin of serpent-worship and mna?-worship in 
pre-Buddhistic times. 

(5) An enquiry into the introduction of a debased form of Northern Bud- 
dhism and its e for supremacy with the form of Southern 
Buddhism introd into Thatén from Pte pe 

(6) An investigation into the origin of the different shapes and forms of 


) The preparation of a list of pagodas in chronological order. 
{3 The c beparation of plans measurements, and drawings of ‘the Calle- 
brate 
(9) The com of a history of Pagan in the light of modem re- 
search with special reference to the change of capitals. 
(10) The preparation of copies of the frescoes in the temples by means of 
photography or by tracing on oil-cloth or tissue pai 
(11) The copying 0 of such manuscripts as are of use to the Archaeological 


Departmen’ 
(12) The esi up of a list of mounds and pagodas in ruins, which 
should be excavated. 
The main office at Rangoon was engaged upon the following work :— 
(1) The compilation of an Index Tnserptionum Birmanicarum, of which 
been published. 


(2) The translation and annotation of the two volumes of the Arakan 

(a): The epilation of pakographics! tables if ih oct 

3 com fs) ceo cal tables illustrating the evolution 
of the Burmese aber’ es 


ob a list of the buildings, tombs, monuments, &c., in 
and historical interest, which, it is considered, should be conserved b 
Government. As the question of conservation of these buildings, which exist not 
only at Pagan, but cs at Ava, Sagaing, Mandalay, Tagsung, Prome, Pegu, 
Toungoo, Thatén, Moulmein, and in many of comprises (@) cus- 
tody, (5) preservation, (¢) restoration, and yee) illustration, it "has boon been 

that a selected officer of the Public Works Department should be ted In- 

the Archscologiet in 


Spector t Monuments in order to assist the Government 
general supervision and guardianship of the many historic remains existing all 


sch 

a= popes a a — oe Committee inted to con- 
sider Diameter oles acl Museum. _ Itis cotiemted that the 
coat of. sonaructng Fou the, model of the Lahore Museum will 


iiss eae pr beds A valuable piece of land situated between the 
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Agri-Horticultural Society’s Gardens and Godwin road has been acquired by 
Government under the Land Acquisition Act of 1804, the amount of compensation 
paid being Rs. 1,14,443-12-0. Tothis amount will have to be added a further 
sum which will have to be given as compensation to the Trustees of the land 
granted tothe Agri-Horticultural Society, for giving upto Government for the erec- 
tion of the Museum the portion of the garden land stretching from the newly ac- 
quired land in Godwin road eastward to a point opposite Latter street. The laod 
at the disposal of the Committee for the erection Shihe Provincial Museum is thus 
bounded on the north by Commissioner's road, on the east by'a projection of Latter 
street to Commissioner’s rvad, on the south by thecanal, and on the west b 
Godwin road. The building will face north, andthe Phayre statue will be 
from its present position and placed in front of it. It has been suggested that a 
bridge should be thrown over the canal in continuation of Latter street, that the 
canal itself should be turned into an ornamental sheet of water, and that seats 
should be provided on its banks for the use of the public. 

It has been proposed that the Bernard Free Library should be amalgamated 
with the Provincial Museum, and that the latter should consist of the following 
departments :— 


(a) Archzology ; 


(6) Art; 

) Economic products ; 
) Natural history ; and 

(e) Library. 

The management of the Museum will be vested in a Committee, and each of 
the departments will be supervised by a member of that Committee. The Gov- 
ernment Archeologist will be placed in charge of the first department, and he 
will be appointed Curator of the Museum as well as Secretary to the Museum 
Committee. 
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